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The word ““scientist’ means ... to be creative and innovative.

M y secret/not-so-secret passion is ... art in the form of modern paintings, graphics, and rock music.

The most significant scientific advancement of the last 100 years is ... the Haber-Bosch process.

M y favorite piece of research is ... the Woodward-Hoffmann rules—they tell us how simple and

elegant chemistry is.

The most important things I learned from my parents were ... to get a good education (my mother) and

appreciate good handicraft (my father).

If I were not a scientist, I would be ... a medical doctor.

A good work day begins with ... the smile and excitement of a student or postdoc presenting new and

exciting chemistry that they have discovered.

The best advice I have ever been given is ... “that chemistry is more than chemistry” by Roald

Hoffmann.

The downside of my job ... does not exist.

The best stage in a scientist’s career is ... when they are a postdoc. One has the possibility to devote all
their time to research. Later on, one is “forced” into less creative and productive work.

When I’'m frustrated ... I run in the forest.

My favorite author is ... Primo Levi.
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